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Regulations for Student Academic Progress
International Doctoral Program in Interdisciplinary Innovative Life
Sciences and Technology, College of Life Sciences, NCHU
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Article 1 These regulations are established in accordance with the university's "Ph.D.
Program Regulations," "Ph.D. Degree Examination Guidelines," and
"Implementation Guidelines for Ph.D. Candidate Qualification Examinations."
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Article 2 Within the first academic year, graduate students must select a faculty member

from the College to serve as their dissertation advisor. Advisors must meet the
qualifications required by the Degree Conferral Act to serve as degree
examination committee members and must be full-time faculty members at the
College. The list of advisors must be approved by the Program Director and
submitted to the Office of Academic Affairs for registration.

* Advisors cannot be the spouse or a relative within three degrees of kinship to the
student.
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Article 3 Before the start of the second academic year, students must form a "Graduate
Student Advisory Committee" with their advisor and hold a meeting to draft
their study plan and research schedule. The committee shall consist of three to
five members, including the advisor as an ex-officio member. Meeting records
signed by all members must be submitted to the program office for ﬁling
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Article 4 The duration of study is limited to two to seven years. For students admitted as
"in-service students," the duration may be extended by one year. Students must
complete at least 30 credits, including required courses, elective courses
designated by the Advisory Committee, and the dissertation.
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Article 5 From the second academic year onward, students must undergo an annual

progress review, primarily reporting their research progress. The timing and
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format are determined by the Advisory Committee. Faculty and students in the
program are expected to attend.
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Article 6 Students may apply for the Ph.D. Candidate Qualification Examination after the
first academic year and must pass it no later than the end of the fourth academic
year.

» Extensions may be granted with the approval of the Program Committee in
exceptional circumstances.

* Students who fail the examination within the stipulated time will be dismissed.

* Students who fail the examination may retake it once. Failure to pass on the
second attempt will result in dismissal.
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Article 7 Students must meet the following requirements to apply for the dissertation

defense:

1. Completion of all required courses and credits.

2. Passing the Ph.D. Candidate Qualification Examination.

3. Submission of publications meeting one of the following criteria:

(1) As the sole first author, publish a paper under the program’s name in a
journal ranked in the top 40% of the SCI field with an impact factor (IF) > 2,
or with an IF > 3.

(2) As a co-first author, publish one paper under the program’s name in a
journal ranked in the top 25% of the SCI field or with an IF > 5.

(3) As a co-first author, publish at least two papers under the program’s name
in SCI or EI journals.

4. Completion of a draft dissertation

Eligible students must submit an application at least 20 days prior to the
scheduled defense date. The application must be signed by the advisor and
Program Director and submitted to the Office of Academic Affairs for approval



by the President.
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Article 8 The Dissertation Defense Committee shall consist of five to nine members, with
at least one-third from outside the university. The advisor is an exofficio
member but cannot serve as the convener. The committee members are
recommended by the advisor and approved by the Program Committee, with
final appointment by the President. Committee members must meet the
qualifications outlined in the Degree Conferral Act. The student’s spouse or
relatives within three degrees of kinship cannot serve as members.
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Article 9 The dissertation defense must be publicly announced one week in advance. The
defense is open to observers, and a designated recorder must document the
proceedings. Observers must leave during the committee’s grading process.

Defense records are filed by the program, and the results are submitted to the
registration office.
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Article 10 The convener calculates the average score based on each committee member’s
evaluation. The passing score for the dissertation defense is 70. If one-third or
more of the committee members give a score below 70, the result is a failure.
Committee members must attend in person. A quorum of two-thirds of the
committee, including at least one-third from outside the university, is required.
The defense cannot proceed with fewer than five members present.
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Article 11 Students who pass the defense must submit the "Dissertation Defense Results
Notification" and complete the exit procedures by the end of August (for
second-semester defenses) or before the start of the next semester (for first
semester defenses). Graduates must submit three copies of the finalized
dissertation (two to the library and one to the program office) and an identical
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electronic version for archiving. Students who fail may re-enroll and retake the
defense once, provided their study duration has not expired. Retakes with
scores > 70 are recorded as 70. A second failure will result in dismissal.
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Article 12 These regulations are effective upon approval by the Program Committee,
endorsement by the Dean, and filing with the Office of Academic Affairs.
Amendments follow the same procedure.



